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THE situation.
Advices received by the steamship Newborn, which

left Cape Fear river on Tuesday hut, arc to tbo effect that

foe national forces were then within four miles of Wi I-

din#ton, and advancing rapidly. Hetvy firing was

beard in that direction when the stoamer sailed.

A report was in circulation yesterday, said to como

rrom rebol sources, that the national troops occupied
fhe town on last Sunday ; bat it appears to have beon

premature General Schofield, in hla official report of
the capture of Fort Anderson, says he had Information
that the rebels had a line of dclVuco behind Tom crook,
Where it waa supposed they would endeavor to make a

plana; but It wm not thought thoy could maintain it for
¦tore than a very short tlma j
The statements which we find In rebel newxpap-rs re

(anting General Sherman's movements since his arrival
at Winnsboro, South Carolina, are of so confused a cha-
fleeter that but iittla precise information can begathored I
Chun them. His magnificent marches have oom-

pletely bewildered the rebol journalists, and, ac¬

cording to their own acknowledgment, stuck
dumb their War Department We only know that ho is

SUU triumphantly pushing forward. The Blchmond
Mmminer now thinks the roport that he detached any
of his force at Branch ville to move southwest
towarda Charleston was Inoorrm. The Whig says that
General Sherman U now prosecuting another movement
.haracteriud by much more than his ordinary /Igor and
.elerity, which is designed to s ver General Loe'i com-

manicalltms wlUi tho South, and, by Anally combining
With Grant, effect the capture of KIchMond. Itbellevoshe

will maroh on to Charlotte, Greennbora and Dauville, and

PWbabiy to Richmond, and expocts to hear of him at the
tm l«*n in a few days. It bids as remember,
however, that the "Jion" Beauregard is still in bis path,
>«<1 utters the warning that dangers are thickening
Wound him. The loxs of Charleston, the Whig says,
"should rather inspire cheerfulness than gloom;" but

Ihe DitpatrA finds Itaolf utterly unable to even affect

fraoyancy, and montions it us a "sad result."
Hew Orleans advices, via Cairo, are to the 15th inat

It was sa d that the preparations were compl. ted for Gene¬

ral Gordon (Jrunger s expedition against Mobile, and that
General IiurlUt expected to soon have the headquar-
ters of tha Iicpartmoiit of t!u> Gulf established in

that city. Commodore Palmer, with a floot of thirty
vessels, wm to leave New Orleans for Mobile buy
In a lew days, to eo-operato with General Granger.
Culf cotton tradore who arrived In Washington yestcritay
report that the rebels commenced tha evacuation of

Mobile on the 4th of January. This is a repetition of

the report wo have already hnd from different sources

ana at different timos. We *hall probably noon hear
from General Granger liimeclf, who will be uhle to In¬
form us definitely on the subject

A correspondence between Colonel Pictnon, command¬

ing tho rebol troops at Han Antonio, Texas, and General

Lopet, la command of some of Maximilian's forces on

the Mexican frontier, has barn published in a Texas

Paper. Mutual expressions of the high regard of "his

government" for th«t of the other are Indulged In by
tboea officers, and l-ope* says that "the sons of tho con¬

federacy can rely u|>on full security for their possessions
and Intcre u" in the department under his control, and
that "no raid will be permitted to organise on Mcxican
.oil for the invnsion of Southern territory. "
Shotted saJutea of one hundred guns each, In recogni¬

tion of the recent gr«:rt Onion suo-cspes, were fired In

the armios of the Potomsc and the James on Tuesday
laet The military qui. t on both sides of Jam* rim
remains undisturbed. The stream of deserter* from
Lee's army pourtug Into tho national lins continues
unabated Tho exchange of pr.*oncrs is progressing
rapidly. Arrangements have been made for as-

Changes to take place at Mobile and dim-rent

poiots on the Miasl^.TpL The lately arrived deserters
confirm previous repart* that the rebel sieve guns hava
keen removed from titer works In front of Petersburg.
They say two hund'ad of their comradee In one brlgado
4ee.-rtod re .rwaid and started for their home* on last

Tseaday night. Ti.ey estimate the present strength of
(he rebel ttrnXi Kkl m ,nd ami Petersburg at

thirty tho.,smd. l ev. ral l.i *ie of it wore sad to be

.nder man hingnrdoia on .at Tuesdsy night, for what

point waa uot knov. n.

At an s^urse.1 mcetlag «,f .he principal burlaw, men
pt thlaclty h'ldyo*i - sin Vt. r., it, , » u,,. Ui, ^

Marsh wavCxcd upon a. tl * .|a> r,. Wu u, u, c'.ebfnt* in

% (rand ma .i< r the nir.oy r -eu ..,t »»t|....y

fktorlee nnd tli« Urinal A .'eat if thr r-b >|. . ar,u u

Wee recomaeudwl that the bj.iKs* <omui lu 1/ sod t' a

frhole people, frrna fllal.t 'o San FruNuieoo, ob-en« that

#ay as one of rsjokfng nad a universal holiday. The
.bambers of commerce an ) boar Is of trsdu of Uis princi¬
pal cities of lha cour.tr> nave pledgod themselves for

'****' co operation In this patriotic movement
The surprise of a dstschaent of Sheridan 'a cavalry by

f party of Mosby's gucrillss In Ashby'a Gap, on 8undsy

£t, aad noticod In Tuesdsy's H*uu>, proves not to have
eo diaaatrous to the former sa at first supposed,
of the niaety men at the time reported captured

ng .Ib,],.,! tli® reboIs and slnca succeeded In effecting

Cm" "7 -n.. .Won, ..U
.mm m^

Blnhmtf* f*era * *.«** *¦* »d41Uonai
particulars of *. Cmto» nMi mM to ha bow * P~-
gnm to North Carolina m4 la* Ton«ww Aooofd-
tn| to than iUIwmIi the former State la being ®°m

pietely overrun by the talon trooper* One pert/ °*

them, It la stated, la moving en Tertero from Newborn,
and another foroe to aaid to be marching op the
»«fe aide of Neuee rtver. Their design is believed
to be to operate on the Wilmington and Weldon
Ilailroed. It la now auppoaed that the Baal Ten-
neaaee raiding party, which atartcd from Knox-

ville, and which la «ld to consist of asvsrel thousand

cavalry, will also move Into North C-rollna, and strike

the railroad between Salisbury and Che; letto. Tte rebel

Souae of Bepreeentellvee on Monday last passed the bHl

to put negroea In their annlea, and the Senate waa ex¬

pected to paaa It on the following day. The* have under
consideration a bill tor the Impreeement of cotton and
l0t>*C00

COHOBXBB.
la the Senate yestordey, there waa a promiecuoua dla-

ousfllon of considerable length, In which the Now Jersey
railroad monoply, the constitutional amendment pro¬
hibiting slavery, and the question of the recognition of
Louisiana aa a State, were pretty well mixed up. Finally
It waa agreed to consider the Louisiana quostion
Mr. Suinner'a substitute for the rei^rt of the
Judiciary Committee, declaring that no rebellious
guto ahall eleot Senators and Repreeentat.ves until the
President proclaims that heetillties within such Stat#
have ceased, nor until the p «pie of such State have
adopted a republican government not repugnant to the
constitution and laws, and not until by a law of Congreta
such State is entitled to repreeontativ«s in Congress, was

rejected by a very decided vote, and the subject waa

than laid aside. A bill to procure a marble bust of the
late Chief Justice Tanuy was introduced, but met with
vehement opposition from Messrs. Bumnor, n*le aL.d
Wado. During the evening session, the publication of a

full Army Register was authorlied, and the bill to pro¬
mote the efficiency of the army subsistence department
wan passed. The proposition to establish a territorial
govornment over the Indian country was discussed, and
after an oxecutlvo session the Senato adjourned.
In the House of Representatives, Monday next waa

assigned tor the consideration of the six hundred million
loan bill The bill repealing the law which prohibits the
forfeiture of the real estate o<" rebels beyoud their natural
lives wua passed by a mujoi |ty of one vote. The bill in¬

corporating the Continental Hotel Company of Washing¬
ton was also passod ; also, the bill to reorganize the ap¬
praisers' office of tho New York Custom House, and a

numbor of other bills of no general Importance. The
bill amendatory of the Enrolment act was taken up, and
an ameudm >nt, providing that no credits shall be glvoa
except the men are actually furnished on present and
future calls and must-red Into acrvioo, waa agreed to.
An evening session waa h^ld and the Indian Approprla-
tion bill passed. 1

the legislature.
In tho State Senato yostorday several petitions were

presented for llie incorporation of the New York Dental
College. Ellis auihorizin ? the inc.-eaae of pilotage iu the
port or New York ; for the relief of the Sheepshead Hay
and Seashore Railroad Company; and to improvo land
under water in the Twelfth ward of Brooklyn, wore or¬

dered to a third reading.
In the Assembly bills were introduced for the payment

of accrued interest on bonds issued under the ordinance
of the Supervisor of New York city, i>assed June 14,
18M; to prevont fraud in tho snle of produce and other
commoditiea. The annual report of the trustees of the
New York Institute for the Blind was presented. Bills
to onablo the trustees of the Seaman's Fund and Rotreat
to borrow money; also to incorporate the Studio Build¬
ing of the city of New York, were ordered to a third
Tett4Ung"

MISCELLAVEOTJ3 NEW3.
Our Turks Islands correspondent gives us a few addi¬

tional items of Interest regarding the Spanish-Dominlean
war. Tho decision Of tho govornment of Spain to with¬
draw all its troops from St. Domingo was not yet known
In the Island. Owing to the failure to recolvo reinforce-
menta, tho Spaniards In tho town of Samana had been
obliged to evacuate that place and estobllirti themselvos
on tho island of Levantedo, in the bay. They subjected
the natives within their linos to great hardship and op¬
pression; but still tho spirit of the Utter was unbroken,
end they continned detoi rained to ultimately regain their
independence.
An important meeting of the Board of Supervisors took

place yesterday. A oommuni -ation from tho Comptroller
staled that at the rale recruiting is now progressing en

additional loan of two million dollars will bo nocessarv,
end el tho rate of seven per cent interest. Resolutions
wore adopted authorizing the proponed loan, and at tho
rale of interest recommended by t'uo Comptroller. Thia
loan is already au'.liorizod by the Legislature.
Tho drift wes continued In Brooklyn yestorday. In

the eeond Congressional district tho g tolas of the Tenth
end Twelfth wards were drawn, and In the Third district j
tliono of the Second, Seventh and Thirteenth wards. The
wheel will bo in motion again to-!ey In both district* |
The Senatorial Committee met aga n yesterday, pnr-

anant to adjournment, and contlnuo.t the Investigation ol

the City Inspector's Department. A considerable amount
of testimony wae takeu, principally In relation to street

cleaning. The afternoon session we*, do vol si to the

hearing of counsel for tho Eighteenth w ard Citiiens' As
a<>clation on the subject of charges preferred aga nst tho
Boerd oftupervleors, alleging tliat tho Board had raised
tho sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dolla.it with-
out authority of law. Mr. Tweed replied to these charges,
and produced a statement iu wrlt.ng in support or h.s

argument, which wa.< submitted to the committee. Mr

Stores, chief clerk In the Comptroller's "Mice, submitted
financial data In answer to a number of written questions
propounded by Mr. McKeon.

Captain Beall, the alleged rolwl spy, will be hanged on

Governor's Island to-day. between twelve and two
o'clock In the afternoon.

Colonel Baker is Still engaged in Investigating the
numerous fraud- practiced by bounty brokers and others.
The ac used are chic fly coufrouted by tho uivea and
relatives or tho victimized recruits. Among tho d lin-

quents arrested yesterilay was nn englnear on board ono

or tho government tran-|K>rts, who is charged with hav¬
ing defra idod a soldier out of seven hundred dollars
which had been deposited with him for safe keep.ng.
Tho engineer was compelled to disgorge.

In the Oenoral Sessions yesterday Walter 0 Pattomon,
who lias been indicted for forgeries on the Bank of Com-
meree, pleaded guilty to an Indictment charging him
wlili forgery In the third degree, In forging a check on

the Pacific Bank for ten hundred and seventy five dol¬
lars, purporting to have been drawn by Henry *m,<m
the let of Juno 1S01. Joseph T. Keeper-, a halt thief,
pleaded guilty U> stealing an overcoat worth forty do.lars
from Mr. Owen Mclntyre, No. 134 W«i Twentyeecond
aireet He was caught in the act. Catharine Warfln,
who Stele a quantity of spoons, Jewelry and ladies' doth-
tag fr.m the premises of Mr William H. l^.ke, No .
Cottage place, pleaded guilty. Tl.e~ prisoners were

remanded for sentence Annie McCann was tried
charged with stealing a set of fura from Urn Melville,
No 40 East Houston street; hut tho evidence
railed to su-taln the charge, and the jary acquitted the
accused Andrew CIoff wea convicted of an aasault with

. dangereus^wenpon with Intent to do bodily harm, he
having on the night of the 3lat of January, while engaged
in a difficulty with the proprietor of a saloon, corner or
the Bowery and Broome street, tired a pistol at Binme
Schwartt. The prisoner wea remanded for sentence
A man named David L. K. Jenoe was yesterday com

mltted to answer a complaint, preferred by a clerk in e

Broadway atore, ot having obtained over one thousand
dollars worth of kid gloves under fa'ae »r*ifnc**'
by representing hlmsoir aa agent of a New Orleans

*"teptfen Avery, a drummer boy belonging to the
Twelfth Maine regiment, died In tU« c'ly yesW-tay
morning, auppoaed from thecffcoU.f a toi,o..»u» jle
eaten by him,

Prefeeeor Draper hat evening delivered the Ihlrd »ec
Vre of his eourae betore tic Kew Yotk Pistoncal
Homely, in the baU of the Institution, btr»re a Urft end
deeply Interested audience. T»e stu jocl ef t e di^-mtsa
waa the "fomical Foroe of Mef," whtoh was ireeted
from a historic^ vlaw, the l«5l«rar |<viu| beautiful
illustrations from the career of Mahomet »ud the subse¬
quent history ef his descendants in St<aln.
The resolution ratifylea the const lutH.nal sreetdmrat

to abolish and prohibit navsry hss been drfeated in both
bouaae of the Kentucky Iiegls!stu."e.la the Senate, eu
the 1M loft, by a voU of tyeat/ oje i|. |£«t It twelve
|n favor, and In the House of B(pro*coU Ives, yasterdsv,
by fifty eight to twontyalt. Kantuciry Is the »c <»nd
Mete to r^aot the amendment, Detawa'e being the only

In thia «». geveeteea Statea have a'

W.SUVjtfmuw *

th* New Jersey House of BepremfeUvw yerterday r*-

ported la ft"* of approving the UMdBMt, with a

provision to Mbmlt the actios of the Legislature to a vote
*f Um people for raUiloatloo ot rejection. The minority
!t the committee reported la favor of tia nnoondiUooal
approval by tbo Legislature.
Tbo Wort Point cadeUhlp, which la la the gtft of Hon.

f yr cbonier, se'>mber of Congress for tho Seventh Co*
jresbional Dlstrix of this State) *|i oontended for ysetsr
lay afternoon by eight youof candidates for military re-

sown, giaduntee of tbo pubUo schools of thio oity. Tbo
lads woro presented by City Superintendent Randall, and
School Commissioners Roosevelt, Milter, Taaco, futhill
and Murray woro present at tho ozamlnatloa, which took
plane In tho Hall of tho Board of Education.
Tho atock market wai higher yesterday Govern-

sunt* wore steady. Oold was firmer aad closed In the
afternoon at 200X- At the evoalng board It etooedat
1W*.
The rise In gold rendered the markets firmer,

but did not cause any activity In any department of
trade. Most artlolee of both foreign and domestic pro¬
duce wore dull; hut, aa a general thing, full prices were

realized. Cotton was steady. Petroleum was firm for

refined, but Sc. a So. lower for crude. On 'Change tho
flour market was to. higher, with a moderate luqulry.
Wheat was dull but steady. Com was quiet, while oats
were active und firmer. Tho pork market ruled steady,
wMle licet was In active demand at full rates. Lard was

ftiriy active sod Crui. Freights were steady but quiet.
Whiskey was very quiet and scarcely so firm.

Out Situation In Burepe-D«laslv« Hopes
of French Intervention.

There is a remarkable significance in the

general tone recently adopted by the statesmen
and journalists of Europe in their comment"
npon tho affaire of this country. Lord Russell,
in his speech in the debate on the Queen's
speech, while admitting that vessels were built
in England for tho rebels, attempted to ahufflo
off the responsibility by charging upon France
the fact of having armed and chartered these
vessels for the rebel government The press
of France, we perceive by the latest news, has
been instructed to charge upon England the

story of the ceding of the Northern Mexican
States.Sonora and the rest.to France as a ma¬

noeuvre of the English journals to create hos¬
tility in the United States against French policy
and Maximilian's empire. Again, we find Sir
John Elphinstone, in the British House of Com¬
mons, declaring that "if anything disagreeable
occurred" between the Unitod States and Eng¬
land the British navy would prove very une¬

qual to the occasion. From all these circum¬
stances, occurring at the same time, and that
time when the news of our recent military and
naval victories reached Europe, we draw the
very positive conclusion that neither England
nor France desires a war with this country; that,
in truth, it is about the last event that either of
these nations is anxious to bring about
The old saying that drowning men oatch at

straws is well exemplified in the hopes fostered
by tho rebel journals that Louis Napoleon is
about to recognize the Independence of the
Davis government and give material aid to the
cause of the rebellion. If there was nothing
else to render these hopes delusive than the
known sagacity of the French Emperor, they
might be set aside aa vain; but there happens
to be an insurmountable barrier to any such
policy, and that to its utter impracticability.
Napoleon has not the power, even if he had the
will, to wage a successful war against this coun¬
try. Not all the Powers or Europe combined
could do so at the present time. Any war be¬
tween this country and Europe must be a

maritime war. It would be impossible to land
a foreign army on any point of our ooast
Every harbor and inlet is guarded by our

fleets. There is not a single port by which a

force, ever so large, could entor. Dupont Far-
ragutand Porter, with their gallant subordi¬
nates, hold every door close shut, and any ex¬

pedition attempting a landing would be
swamped and crushed to pieces. Our present
navy is four times larger than that of Franco
and double that of England. With such an

irresistible power on the sea, what chance would
thore be of foreign invasion? It is true we are

told that thoro are oven now two French
"rams" on the soas, bound for New York, to
blow us all to atoms but we have no orta^nty
of tho Iruth of ths report. The rebel amenta lu
Europe, it if? said, humbugged Prussia and
Denmark in a boirua sale of thivso v jswl-t. and

they may have humbugged TfOiiis Napoleon,
too. However, th ;se formidable renin would
never be p-rm'tted to approach our counts. J
Tho blockading fl'jeto uf" now free to m-Jt
them on the ocaan, and with the imin-'iiH" guns
carried by our navy, they would hav,1 bu! short
work In drm-jluhing them.

Admitting the irap'jsiib'.lUy of landing any
troops upon our shores, the war shou'd be con¬

ducted on the so is. Our ve'enui army would
not be required ut all, and with such an i»n-
mense rmvii! force a* wo have now at our com-

mand.nearly all our war voxels being ro-

le.ised from service on the coast -we could meet

any force sent against us from France without
four as to tho issue. But suppose that
Napoleon could have some thirty thousand men

in a Southern port, oven if Charleston, Wil¬
mington, Mobile, Savannah and CJalveston were

not effectually blocked up. What then* His
utmost capacity for transportation across three

I thousand miles of ocean amount* to about
thirty thousand troops. That is the full number

J he sent to Moxico, and they havo accomplished
little or nothing there. If th-y were by any
chanoe to get a foothold on theso shores, one

army corps of onr veteran soldiers undor Grant
Sherman or Sheridan would devour them in
the first conflict So that French intervention
is an impossibility in a military and naval
point of view. Politically it is equally imprac¬
ticable, for Napoleon does not occupy that
position in Europe just now which would war¬
rant any further interference with the affaire of
thta continent than he has tried in Mexico, and
he is heartily sick of his Mexican experiment
by this time. The result of Spanish designs on

St Domingo is a lesson which he does not foil
to read with tho light of experience. Napoleon
may be dacxlod by the forbier military glory
of France, when tho republic maintained a war

fer nronty yearn with nearly all the Powere of
Europe, and which might have been a success¬
ful one; for, were it not for the mad ambition
of tho first Napoloon, there wonld have been no
annihilation of the splendid armlea ctf France
in th) re!»-eat from Mjecow, no triumphant
entry of the alv.es Into Purls, no restoration of
tha Bonrbont, ne Waterloo, no St Helena.
France was potent In those day* to gmpplo

with hor eneu'es on ths European oonsifcent
Shs Is powerful ttsre still) but t ircunwtances
tecoreo material'j (hanged whei, instead of
advancing her legions to conquest, rite
has ty meet a great maritime Power
tike the Unitod States, with ber navy
matchod against ours. Louis Napoleon once
ctk ^fund l prop'r^o fear thai Amerioa
wo jU baoomo * great m»r'.tlias nation as one
of U<« results of this war. The prediction
Jst"M. We ** »§W *. fctf Ur

tion in the world, the growth of oar navy Is
absolutely without parallel, and Look Napo¬
leon is too wis* to run ths hasard of » confllot
with us, which ho knows, as well as all ths
other Powers of Europe know, most b« fought
on ths ocean, against odds with which they are
entirely incompetent to oope. Again, If France
were to involve herself hi a war with this
oountry, what a eomplicity of difficulties would
surround her in Europe. Does any ons «*PP°^that in audi an event she would bo sustained
by an allianos of the other Powers? Not at all.
England would oeslalnly take no part; for
England is not dlsnofed to embroil her-
¦elf In a war which would inevitably
destroy the remaining hold she has on

her Ameriosn possessions. Russia would
doubtless take the opportunity to advance once

more her claims on Constantinople, to resist
which France is hound by the policy to which
¦he was pledged t* 1854. Franoe cannot per¬
mit Southeastern Buropeto bo overrun by the
Muscovite, and the traditionary idea of the
house of Romanoff to prevail.

Thus, whether we regard the qnestion of
French intervention as practicable in a simply
military point of view, or as probable in a poli¬
tical one, we must conclude that the expecta¬
tions of the sanguine sympathisers with rebel¬
lion, in this respeot, are wholly and entirely de¬
lusive. As to any danger from the Franco-
Dano-Prussian rams.even should all we hear
of them be true.we have no uneasiness on

that subject. It is manifest, then, from the tone
of the Frenoh press, the proceedings of the
French Privy Council and the debates in the
British Parliament, that neither of these nations
is prepared to risk a war with the United States.

The Radical Dtfeet !¦ R«l'roadla|.
The recent letter of Queen Victoria to the

English railroad companies, and the extraordi¬
nary increase of serious disasters in this coun¬

try, as well as the remarkable uniformity in the

apparent causes of a greater portion of these
calamities, suggest inquiry as to whether there
are not certain radical defects in the mechanical
features of our railroad system.
The popular view is that in nine cases out of

ten casualties occur to passenger trains from
the culpable carelessness of oorporations or

their agents. That there is just reason for press¬
ing this charge in many instancos, as we have
frequently done, cannot be denied. But it is
also true that the majority of mishaps to trains,
and especially those which have caused the
greatest loss of life and limb, arise from circum¬
stances which the employes upon a railroad are

Incapable of anticipating, and therefore power¬
less to prevent. If a train is demolished in
consequence of the misplacement of a switch,
or if collisions occur, there can be no question
but that the responsibility belongs to some neg¬
ligent person or persons; but when a train
runs off the track, and when subsequent in¬
vestigation shows conclusively that no impedi¬
ment to the proprer progress of the cars existed
upon the trnok prior to the accident, It is clear
that the mischief is due to some Inherent defect
In the mechanical working of the system itself.

Civil engineers toll us that a wheel, an axle
or a rail may break unexpectedly and unac¬

countably, and so precipitate a catastrophe.
ThU is undoubtedly true; but why happens it
that on the best conditioned roads, as well as on

the meanest, these dangers seem to exist in
almost an exaot proportion? And why will
companies heighten these natural risks by
aliowing the speed of belated trains to be
accelerated, knowing, as they do, that what is
but a moderate risk at the rate of twonty-flve
miles an hour becomes absolutely perilous at
thlrty-flve or forty miles per hour. A little
common souse expondod In attentive Inquiry
Into the subject will convince any prac¬
tical minded man that the running appa¬
ratus of cars is in no particular adapted
to the work required of It It is, or should
be, an axiom of mechanicians that any appli¬
cation of power is radically wrong which origi¬
nates uncontrolable danger to life or property.
The tn'ck in use is bolted to the car body in
such a manner as to allow the axles free play
laterally and perpendicularly.at loast, that is
the object aim >d at.so as to allow the wheels
to yield sufficiently to the pressure cncoun'ered
at i cirve, or presented by any moderate ine¬
quality in tho surface of the track. It, how-
ovr, hapnens that this essential aim is
defeated by the employment upon tho
lateral transoms of the truck of a system of
bumpers, designed to prevent the car body
from lunging two far overupon either side when
these inevitable shocks are sustained by the
wheels in encountering a curve or a rough
piece of track. In fulflling their office,
these bumpers aro subjected to such sud¬
den and immense pressure as to over¬

come almost entirely tho Intended free¬
dom of tho truck, whioh becomes at once

rigid, Immovable and powerless 1o follow tho
direction of tho track, against either rail of
which It is jammed with incalculable force.
When the speed of the train is great, and the
curve or inequality in the surface of the track
very considerable, philosophy will admit
of but one solution to the difficulties thus
produced; and the truck, or a wheel, or an axlo,
or a rail, must break when the crisis comes.

Practloally considered, therefore, the trucks
might as well ho permanently and solidly af¬
fixed to the car as bolted, after the present
fashion, since the relief sought to be gained
by the use of a centre bolt is not obtained at
the prociso momenta when most needed.
Any one whose knowledge of railway running

gear enables him to comprehend this radical
defeot which ws havs endeavored to point out
in the system, will promptly appreciate the con¬
stant and alarming danger present to a train In
rapid motion, and will cease to Inquire why an
aocident should occur, but rather wonder that
a train can pass over any line at the rats of
twenty-flve or thirty miles an hour without ex¬

periencing some mishap.
Tan Lsomhtivi InvwnoATiuo Cotoanra..

Investigating committees In the matter of official
abuses do not often amount to maoh. They
generally come to nothing. Ws suspect, how¬
ever, thai the committee .of ths Legislature

i t castigating our Corporation affairs is opening
the way, If not tor a genuine reformation, for,
at least, a new and wider distribution of the
npolls. The rings of the plsnst Saturn are ths
admiration of ths astronomer; but our corpo¬
ration rings, with the development of all their
beauties, will be far more attractive to our

Albany reformers, They will appreciate the
advantages of taking at least Ave of the sine¬
cures of this or that ringmaster, for the benelt
of Bob, Bam, Tom, Dick and Harry, of some
new ring; but whether the taxpayers will
therebv 1m IkhfcMd of tfcalr burdens Ifl Ike

problem whloh remain* to bf solved. tfo m»
Iboy mo ready tor anything fay $ ohaaga,

»nd!. ohange wtil surejy com* Tb# plaoers of
Voflatad plunder laid open am toft rich to be

negated, and tfao existing rings om Wdly
buy themselves off, when dm whole Jtheir
.Polh may bo Mod away. Where gueh Urga
"ww or spoils are oonoerned a legislative
Inquiry means a legialative revolution.

Th# "nw l«wi-Th« RlekaitKd Bzamt-
lltuAlaa.

Yesterday we received a Philadelphia de¬
spatch announcing an adranoe oi General Lee's
army and the defeat of General Grant Thle
despatch wae ao obviously bogus that it aoaroo-

ly mow than attracted attention. It did not
.Mirer the porpoee of Ha invention, aa gold
went down. It la hardly neoeeaary to aay that
both armies in Virginia are at presentparalyzed
by the very deep mud that the sacred eoil get*
so easily worked into by the warm rains of this
season.
The newB from rebel aonrcea of the mow-

.ente of Tar,°ua porta of our armies continues
favorable. The Richmond Examiner of the
21st, in an article reprinted by us to-day, gives
a rtawmt of the 8outhern view ol the military
situation and draws from it some very eeld
comfort. Grant, Sherman, the forces that are

advancing from Wilmington, Knoxville and up
the Neuse river, are, It finds, merely parts of a

"Yankee combination;" and such combina¬
tions it believes, though beautiful on paper,
always fail in some essential point when the
attempt is made to carry them out It
remembers that a grand combination felled last
year when attempted by Grant, Sigel and But¬
ler, and it expects to see this last grand combi-
nation fell in the same way for the same reason.

That is all the hope, then, that the Examtner
has for Richmond and Lee'a army. The salva¬
tion of the rebellion rests upon the possibility
that Sheridan may prove to be another Sigel,
Thomas another Hunter, and Sherman another
Bntler. This, it must be admitted, is a very
small chanoe, and this microscopic chance is
the only one that the ingenious Examiner can

see for the success of its cause in this great
campaign.
Tuosb "Forts and Places.".In April, 1861,

after Beauregard's war-declaring bombardment
of Fort Sumter, President Lincoln, in his first
call for troops to enforce the supreme authority
of the Union, said that among their first duties
would be the task of recovering the forts of
the United States seized by the insurgents.
This task, with the recovery of the forts of
Charleston harbor, is at length fally accom¬
plished. From Beaufort, In North Carolina, to
New Orleans there has been a clean sweep, in¬

volving the recapture of over a thousand pieoes
of artillery. Fort Sumter very properly finishes
this branch of the business, and the work re¬

maining to bo done is comparatively light and

"Putting in tub Nigqbbs."-.The rebels have
actually commenced putting the negroes into
their army at Richmond; but it appears that duo
precautions are taken to guard against their
putting out With the first exposure of a gang
of Jeff. 's negro soldiers to a detachment oftheir
Union brethren the inexpediency of any far¬
ther colored reinforcements on his side will bo
tolly established. We dare say, however, that
in view of the abandonment of Richmond, the
rebel government is impressing into its servtoe

a lot of able-bodied blacks, not to fight, but to
build the fortifications that will be needed for
the protection of said government atLynchburg.
IrtLUm Otbra-IUbtba m BaooKiT.v-VaeWs Kbw

To-"t»"t-Martka was given In Brooklyn last

night to a very crowded house, with the usual cast

Including Ml* Kellogg, M||e. Korenal. LotU and Wela!
hch. The art1*1* ail sang well, the enortt were fro-
queat, and the audiouce very enthusiastic for Brooklya

evening at the Now York Aeademy Mr. Maretrek
will pnwont, for the first time, Verdi's latest grand
opera, Ix% For a M Prt'ino. This opera ha* received
the moHt ear ful rehearsal; the scenery and coetumee

have been prepared especially for it, and It will undoubt¬
edly prove a saooe*. All the points which an.- required
to touko a good scenic and dramatic work are embodied
In this striking situations, grand costumes, ballet aud
tablesus. Tlie cwt comphsee nearly all the strength of
the company, and Includes Zucchl, Massimlliani Mo-

rensl, Bdliui, Suslnl and Lorini In the loading pftru
The chorus effects are very flue, espec ally In the socond
and third act*. or course there will be aa immensely
crowded liouae to night.

The St. Albnns Raid*
ADVSNTUKKS OP CAMKKON, THE REHBI, lfBSSRN-

QUft HI" SOJOFBN AT CINCINNATI. KTC.
(From tbe Cluoinnati Gazette, Feb. 20 ]

About the last week in January a strnn cr, In very
rapued apparel, and slmn«t barefooted, cilied at tho
PpenSSr Houhs, In this city, and inquired of tho
clerk if such a lady (giving the nsino) boar<!ed
there. Being answered In the affirmative, he begged
an interview With tho lady, as he said he lied
news from her won, who was la the rebel army
The lady granted the stranger an iuterview, and,
soon after, engaged a room for him for thnt night. Hhe
Introduced him to a gentleman hoarllng there, whom she
supposed to be a rebel In mind, If not la action, and
begged him to provide the stranger with clothing and
furnish him funds, saying she would see that all billa
were paid. The etraagsr entered his name on the register
of the hotel as J V. Noremac, Chilllcoihe. lie told the
gmuleman that he was a deserter Iroro the rebel army,
and had made lils way through the 1'nlon lines into
F.nrtern Kentucky, and came down the Big Sandy to the
Ohio river.

lie gave as an excuse for stopping here that he was
out or money, hut that he had t< iogmpiu'd to his father
In Canada to forward Mm »u(TI<> nt funds to enable him
to reach home A d«y or two afterward he received a

telegram informing him that the money waa sent, and
could be had by application atone of the expres* offices.
He called at the office and received thirty dollars ia
gold Noremac told his pmuio friend that his real same
was Cameron, snd that he was on his way to Canada.

Prior to his departure from this city he vlnited some
leading rebels across the river, and upon his return to
this side he seemed to be quite "flush'1 of money, freely
showing his cash, which was prlnolpallr In gold pieces of
the denomination of twenty dollars During his stay at
the hotel one of the Chicago conspirators, who are at
present being trted In the city by a military court of In¬
quiry, waa confined In ths same houee. Noremac was
obeerved in cloeo conversation with the conspirator on
one occasion, which excited the suspicion of a repent¬
ant rebel, who Informed npon htm and bad him arrest¬
ed He waa brought before a court martial ia this city,
but no ovtdkace could be adduced against him to warrant
his Imprlsonmeat, consequently he waa dlacbarged from
custody. On the Tth of February he left the SpencerHouse, giving out that be waa going to Detroit, add that
the aiiacMt of that establishmeat would soon boar from
hlta,
Sdba after leaving, one of the elerks of ths hotel had

occasion to examine the register, and thea found that
Noremac had sdaed his real name, staking It read J. D.
Noremac Cameron. The reader can see that ths word
Noremac la the reverve spelling of Cameron. The next
we heard ef the gentleman was a telegram tapm Mon¬
treal to the AasoeMsd Press, day before yestvday. In¬
forming us of the safe arrival at that place of Cameron,
special envoy from the court ef Jeff Davis. It seems
teat four messenger* had been dispatched by the rebels,
with letters of Instructions to loadfog members of the
confederacy In Canada, but only two of thea succeeded
In getting through, Cameron being one of the hicky
ones. Of Us unsuccessful messengers, oae was oap-
tared East, and la at prsssat la prison. r

IfLta, Bum aa Katow.This evening, at Vlblo's
Balooa, Mr. Mas ttrakosoh's excellent artists, Mile.
Helens do Kotow aad Mr. Jaa. M Wehll, will make their
reappearance after a short abeenoe. The rspatatloa
which thsas artists seoured at ths three oonosrls pre¬
viously given, will no doubt lasare them a hearty wel¬
come back after their soseess la Washington, Baltimore
Mid Philadelphia. We presume that they wlU play but a
Isw eights hers, aad the opportunity to bear thea
shoald therefore aot be jpfr,
Ooroaa* at Jstilt Hau..Ths second musical aad

Bhaksperlaa entsrtalaasnt by the choir of the Chufth
of the Holy fanoceats aad ssreral amateurs Is aanouared
for Monday erasing aexV St HolMf% mil Vast Thirty
sasssih strse^k

NEW! FROM TNI SOUTHWEST.

General Granger's Expedition
Against Mobile.

The Corrtspondenes Between the Kebel Colnri
Pierttl lid the Hexlein General Lopei.

THE DEFENCE8 OF QALVESTOI^

Nsw Osuuxi, M. 11, 1SH.
It is rumored and believed that General HurtMfe

preparing to establish the headquarters of ths Departsaaal
or ths Gulf at Mobile

General Granger* expedition agninst that place to
prepared, and bo doubt exists thai the sKy will be te eat
hands in lsea than two week*.

General Baldy Smith has established Ms oomnMM
her# to Investigate tha abuaaa of tola department.

Oaptain Mohlar, Quartermaster, and Provost]
General Robinsoa have already been arreeted.
Commodore Palmer, oommandlng the Weat

blockading squadron, With a fleet of about thirty ve*

sels, moetl/ Iron -clad, will leave for the waters of
tn a few day*
The ship Vanguard, whloh haa been on the bar I

eight day*, got off on the 13th Instant and went te i

The ship Ben. Adams, whloh has been lying
the bar for three weeks, waiting for water, got over yes¬
terday and Is now coming up the rtrer.
The steamship Bermuda arrived to day, from InMI

Santiago on the 11th Inst
The draft under General Canby's order commenosd to¬

day.
Tho Houston (Texits) TtUgrap\ of the 8th Inst pah-

llshes the eorrdspondenoe betwjea the rebd Colon >1 He*

son, commanding at San Antonio, and General Lop*
commanding the Emperor Maximilian's troops oalha
borders of the Rio Grande.
Colonel Pierson assures General Lopes that It la fee

desire of the rebel government to cherish the
amicable relations with the Imperial government
Muxico, and that the oordlallty existing between
shall not be disturbed. He thou thanks General f
for protecting the interests of the Southern con¬

federacy.
General Lopes replies, confessing that his sympathhs

are for the noble cause of the fiouth, and extends to CM*
net Pierson his sincere friendship. He adda:."Being
placed in command of this military line, under Mi
Majesty the Ktnporor Maximilian, the sons of
confederacy can rely upon full seourity for

possessions and interests, and the confederacy may ah*
rest assurod that the representatives of the empire of
Mexico along the border freely and frankly offer Mr
friendship; also full seourity thitt no raid will bo pa*
mltted to organise on Mexican soil for tho Invasion sf
Southera territory."
The dofences of Galveston are being Improved and esa-

larged.
Cotton In the New Orleans market la buoyant tad

prices stiffer. Sales of good ordinary at 08c., low ml^
ling at T4c., and sea Island at fl 00. Sugar and i

Arm, at full prices. Large supplies of Western
have arrived and more are in transit, suspending I
actions. Kxtra flour haa declined $1 00 per barrel.

NUra from Memphis and *tw Orlesuaaa
Canto, Feb. M, IMS

New Orleans date* to the 10th, and Memphis Is Ml
list, have been received.
The Pieaytm* saya the bar at Southwest Pass haa to

come a great obstruction to navigation. At lew watal
even veesela of moderate draft are meeting asvsfe
difficulty.
Andrew Jacksoa Donelson publishss a oerd la Ml

Momphia Argiu, defining his position on the
of the day, and denying the statements St
papers regarding his poiitioai status.
Over TOO permits to bring ooUen Into oar linos \

granted at Memphia for tho week ending 10th, aad
for taking out supplies. Cotton permits cover

baiea and 05,000 pounds loose. The value of
taken out le $287,000.
Movements of Oemoral Harihi
French at Nataueros laiate the Mstoat
Flag Pass the Anerieaa Colors M
Contempt, 4m<

Carao, fob. SS, 1SML
Genoral Herron has arrived at Baton Bouge and S*

sumed command of tho Northern Division of Louii
Including the distriot of Baton Bouge, Port Ha
Morganzia.
His command extends on both sides of tho 1

river, from Red river to Plaquemine.
The guerillas are becoming troublesome again en the

Arkansas river, firing into paaslng boats and oommMtlag
ether outrages.

It is reported that they have burned the steamer Baas
and captured the Fifty-sixth Indiana regiment.
The New Orleans Tim a says the French at

compliment the rebel flag and pass the American i

in contempt.
The District of Went Tenneaaee.

Mmmrim, Feb. 90, II
The Bulletin has a despatch from Nashville

that the district of Went Tounosxee Is to be taken freaa
the Department of the Mississippi end added to the De¬
partment of the Cumbnrland.

(} n rai Dana, commanding the Department of Ml*
si.sstppi, will probably remove his headquarters to Vkek*
burg.

It is reported thst General Washburne, now here, Ma
been appointed to command this district.

Catno, Feb. 33, 1800k
General Roberts, commanding the District of Wtal

Tennessee, has ordered that no person ooming into as

passing out of our lines will be allowed to return during
the war, except those trading In cotton.

Theatrical.
WALLACE'S THEATRE BEN SPIT Ot MISS IM

KIQUKS.
The performance at this theatre to-night will be Oar Ma

benettt of Miss Madeline Henrique* The play will M
the Hunchback, and Miss Henriqueo trill perform the
part of Julia. Tho taste of this selection may, la SSI
way, be questionable; but the courage and ambition thai
It indicates all must admire, aad, for the sake of
we heartily w*h the lady every sucoeea The very
dent progress and development In her profession
this sesson give earnest that Misa Henrlquea will at laaal
reach ap to the "Mar" level la this part. Tho mk$
quest ioa la, whether she will piny it in a way worthy St
a good stock actress.

ranx tiie t Tits, brooeltw.
Tho Desd Heart was glrea at th la house, for the hal

time, last night, a ter a successful run. Mr. Colin MensO
played Robert Lanlry In place of Mr. Conway, who wsa

Indisposed, and played the part with much sailsfectiam,
This evening tho drama of Waiting for the Verdict wM
be prodm ed, nnd no docbt, as usual, to a crowded heas*

Mm Dunoon'* RsAMirca.Miss Augusta L. Dnrgm
Will give sn entertainment at the Brooklyn Athenmna
on Monday evening, Elth irstant The entertalninaM
will include reeding* by Misa l>urgoa and musts by Mt
Lorets, p'snist, and cth-r artMa

Donwosm Pah.. A concert, under the direction iff
Mr. Geo. Morgan, will be gi\ en, for the benefit of St. M*
phen's Kplacopal church, at Podworth Hull, Broadway
on 9atnr Isy wen'ig, Ittth Inst The programme is varied
aad comprises ron>o vocal and instriimau'el gem*

HAJtaira Bcuroi, Coscrm.- Tho fe>t#U»»h schools of ths

city, of all denominations, cvmHued in two gram! sea-

o»rte te celebrate \t vshlngtou's bvthday at the C« "

Institute, on WeUaoelsy snd Ttnrsdsy evening* N

fifteen hundred chi'dren p»iiU Ipeted In *nrlous fwi
entertainment.music, dialogues, decUma'lon^ h*,
under ths direct Ion of rr»fea»ov U A. BenJtMtft,

¦pooch off Oeerge Thompson la tteaitrcaal.
Morrr^iv, Feb. St, IMS.

At s oenoert given by lbs Na^ gnglasd toelety last

night George Tfagmpoon ma^e a speeih on ths prsssa*
aad future e( America. He said th* although the was

ifas nsjmwry, yat all tfce stars wo«U appear again upoa
tb% American flag, Wl thst it wott'id be again the Haam

of light and HbertyfSlndled to ths sklss, Asseriea aai
Oreat Britain, mother aad daughter, would go head M

hand, one In aaloa aad progreaSL He ssid thsre wsm

erroneoas opinloaa as to tho Bsgllsh sentiment, sai
painted tha «Jef1<jvtfi fobm sU aaaakiad shsMM


